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Legal scholar and author Ganesh Sitaraman on economic 

equality, monopolies, and the Constitution

APRIL 6

Award-winning historian Carol Berkin on the birth  

of American nationalism in the Founding Era

MAY 18

Washington Post opinion writer George F. Will on the 

Madisonian Constitution and the future of freedom

APRIL 13



Dear Friends,

I’m thrilled to announce our spring/summer lineup for America’s Town Hall!

Please mark your calendar for one of the National Constitution Center’s 
flagship events — our third annual Freedom Day celebration on Thursday, April 13. 
The program will explore what James Madison and the Framers would have 
thought of our current presidency, Congress, courts, and media and will kick off 
a bipartisan national initiative that we’re calling A Madisonian Constitution for 
All. As part of the festivities, we will host a blockbuster program on how to 
resurrect Madisonian constitutional values in the face of populist threats in 
America and around the world, with thought leaders and public officials from 
across the ideological spectrum, including a keynote address by George Will. 

Freedom Day is part of a superb season filled with exciting speakers and 
sparkling constitutional conversations. We are excited to host Senator Mike 
Lee, a co-chair of A Madisonian Constitution for All, for a lively discussion of 
his new book, Written Out of History, and David Horowitz for a conversation 
about his new book on President Trump. We will also convene leading experts 
to explore some of the most important constitutional issues at the center of 
public life, including free speech, digital privacy, Judge Neil Gorsuch’s nomination 
to the Supreme Court, the rise of “fake news,” the future of Congress, and the 
constitutional dimensions of economic equality. And when the current Supreme 
Court term ends, we will once again bring together leading court watchers for 
our annual Supreme Court review.

Finally, we are looking forward to a series of conversations about constitutional 
history. We will commemorate the 100th anniversary of American entry into 
World War I with a conversation about that war’s constitutional legacy. We will 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s landmark decision lifting 
state bans on interracial marriage with a film screening of the documentary,  
The Loving Story. And we will host programs on George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, and the birth of American nationalism in the early republic.

The National Constitution Center is a private nonprofit whose inspiring work  
is made possible by our Members. That’s why the greatest access to our Town  
Hall programming comes with membership. Please join us for as many of  
these wonderful programs as possible, at the Constitution Center or online  
at constitutioncenter.org. 

   With appreciation,

  

   Jeffrey Rosen

   President & CEO  
   National Constitution Center





Economic Equality and the Constitution
Free for 1787 Society Members • $10 Members, teachers & students 
$18 Non-Members
Barry Lynn of New America and Ganesh Sitaraman, author of The 
Crisis of the Middle-Class Constitution and former counsel to Elizabeth 
Warren, explore how the Constitution informs our current debates 
about income inequality, monopolies, and more.

100 Years Later 
America in World War I
Free for Members • $5 Teachers & students • $8 Non-Members

On April 6, 1917, the United States declared war against Germany,  
catapulting the nation into World War I. Brian Balogh, history professor 
at the University of Virginia, Will Englund, author of March 1917, and 
Michael Kazin, author of War Against War, come together 100 years 
later to discuss the impact of the war at home.

Third Annual Freedom Day Symposium
Invitation-only with limited seating for Members  

In conjunction with the launch of the Constitution Center’s 
bipartisan commission A Madisonian Constitution for All, this year’s 
symposium explores what James Madison and the Framers would 
think of today’s presidency, Congress, courts, and media and how 
we can resurrect Madisonian values today. 

The event features a blockbuster lineup, including Pulitzer Prize-
winning columnist George F. Will, ACLU President Susan N. Herman, 
and New York Times Co. CEO Mark Thompson. 

The Next Justice 
How Neil Gorsuch Could Shape the Supreme Court
Free for 1787 Society Members • $10 Members, teachers & students 
$18 Non-Members

Join Joan Biskupic of Reuters News, Brianne Gorod of the 
Constitutional Accountability Center, and Ilya Shapiro of the Cato 
Institute for a discussion about the judge’s record and his potential 
to shape the Court — and constitutional law — for decades to come. 

SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMS

THURSDAY
APRIL 20

6:30 P.M.

THURSDAY
APRIL 13

4:30–7:30 P.M.

THURSDAY
APRIL 6

6:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY
APRIL 12

12 P.M.

RECEPTION TO FOLLOW



GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 
Call 215.409.6700 or visit constitutioncenter.org/debate.

MONDAY
MAY 1

6:30 P.M.

Defining Truth in Modern Politics
Free for 1787 Society Members • $10 Members, teachers & students 
$18 Non-Members

The rise of “fake news,” the growth of political polarization, and the 
fracturing of the media have all contributed to a troubling phenomenon: 
increasingly, citizens are asserting their own “truths.” Susan Glasser 
of POLITICO, Glenn Kessler of The Washington Post, and Brian Stelter of 
CNN, come together to take stock of the problem and suggest solutions.

Floyd Abrams
The Soul of the First Amendment
Free for Members • $5 Teachers & students • $8 Non-Members

Floyd Abrams, celebrated First Amendment lawyer, discusses his  
new book, The Soul of the First Amendment, and examines the degree  
to which American law protects free speech more often, more 
intensely, and more controversially than anywhere else in the world.

Digital Privacy in the 21st Century
Free

Leading experts consider the future of the Fourth Amendment in the 
digital age, reflecting on the challenges that new technologies pose 
to privacy and existing constitutional doctrine and discuss how best 
to balance privacy and security in the 21st century. 

David Horowitz 
President Trump’s Agenda
Free for 1787 Society Members • $10 Members, teachers & students 
$18 Non-Members

David Horowitz, one of the nation’s foremost conservative 
commentators and a mentor to many of Donald Trump’s key 
advisers, unveils his new book, Big Agenda — an assessment  
of the challenges the new president faces and a road map for  
an agenda that addresses them.

MONDAY
MAY 8

12 P.M.

WEDNESDAY
MAY 10
6:30 P.M.

TUESDAY
MAY 16
6:30 P.M.



SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMS

Carol Berkin 
The Crises of the 1790’s and the Birth  
of American Nationalism
Free for Members • $5 Teachers & students • $8 Non-Members

Carol Berkin, professor of history at City University of New York, 
discusses her new book, A Sovereign People, and explores how 
George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and John Adams navigated  
the nation through four major crises and caused the first stirrings  
of American nationalism. 

Mike Lee 
The Forgotten Founders Who Fought Big Government
Free for Members • $5 Teachers & students • $8 Non-Members

Senator Mike Lee, Constitution Center honorary congressional 
visiting scholar and co-chair of the A Madisonian Constitution for All 
Commission, tells the story of the lesser-known Founders whose 
warnings about the dangers of an all-powerful federal government 
helped shaped our Constitution.

San Francisco Intelligence Squared Debate 
Privacy, Technology, and the Constitution
Visit constitutioncenter.org/debate for updates  

Do you have a secret that no one else knows? Tech companies 
may promise to protect our data from prying eyes. But should that 
promise yield to law enforcement and national security? Join us  
in San Francisco for our next Intelligence Squared Debate. 

In partnership with               Sponsored by*

The Loving Story Film Screening
Free for 1787 Society Members • $10 Members, teachers & students 
$18 Non-Members

In commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Loving v. Virginia,  
join us for a screening of the award-winning HBO documentary, The 
Loving Story — the definitive account of the landmark 1967 Supreme 
Court decision that legalized interracial marriage. 

This film is courtesy of Icarus Films and directed by Nancy Buirski.

THURSDAY
JUNE 8

6:30-8:30 P.M.

TUESDAY
JUNE 6

6–7:30 P.M.

FRIDAY
JUNE 2

2 P.M.

POPCORN 

INCLUDED!

THURSDAY
MAY 18

12 P.M.



GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 
Call 215.409.6700 or visit constitutioncenter.org/debate.

What Happened to Congress?
Free for 1787 Society Members • $10 Members, teachers & students 
$18 Non-Members

Whether by executive overreach or internal dysfunction, Congress 
appears to have given up some of its power. Josh Chafetz, author  
of Congress’s Constitution, Carl Hulse, chief Washington correspondent 
of The New York Times, and David Mayhew, author of The Imprint of 
Congress, discuss why and what, if anything, Congress can do to take 
its power back.

John Avlon 
Washington’s Warning to Future Generations
Free for Members • $5 Teachers & students • $8 Non-Members

John Avlon, editor-in-chief of The Daily Beast, discusses the first 
president’s momentous and prescient farewell address to the nation 
and how the address could help reunite America through the lessons 
rooted in Washington’s experience.

Sidney Blumenthal 
The Political Life of Lincoln, 1849-1856
Free for Members • $5 Teachers & students • $8 Non-Members

Sidney Blumenthal, author of Wrestling With His Angel, brings Lincoln 
from the wilderness to the peak of his career as he takes control of 
the nation’s most profound spiritual crisis — slavery — and enters 
the battle for the nation’s soul.

2017 Annual Supreme Court Review
Free for Members • $5 Teachers & students • $8 Non-Members 
$35 w/ CLE credit

Join distinguished legal experts Erwin Chemerinsky, Frederick 
Lawrence, and Slate’s Dahlia Lithwick, to examine the Supreme 
Court’s 2016-17 session.  

In partnership wit

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 28

12 P.M.

THURSDAY
JULY 6

12–1:30 P.M.

MONDAY
JUNE 19

6:30 P.M.

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 21

12 P.M.



 Includes book sale

 The National Constitution Center’s onsite Town Hall programs are generously  
 supported by the Paul S. Levy Programming Fund.

COMING THIS
SEASON

Owen Fiss 
Lawyers and the Liberal Tradition
Free for Members • $5 Teachers & students • $8 Non-Members

Owen Fiss, leading constitutional theorist and Yale Law School 
professor, explores the purpose and possibilities of life in the law 
through moving accounts of 13 lawyers who shaped the legal world 
during the past half-century.

Chris Hayes 
A Colony in a Nation
Chris Hayes, MSNBC host and editor-at-large at The Nation, discusses 
his new book exploring U.S. race relations, law and order, and the 
historical development of two Americas — a colony and a nation.

SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMS

Only Members receive FREE TICKETS to our 
popular daytime programs and DISCOUNTED 
TICKETS to our blockbuster evening programs.

Complimentary coffee and discounted parking available  
at many programs.  
 
See back page to learn more.

* This program is made possible through the support of a generous grant from the John   
   Templeton Foundation. The opinions expressed during this program are those of the program     
   participants and do not necessarily reflect the views of the John Templeton Foundation.

TUESDAY
JULY 11
12:30 P.M.



ê Registration is recommended for all programs. 

ê For faster check-in, present your eTicket at registration. 

ê Seating begins one hour prior to program start time, and programs  
 last approximately one hour unless otherwise noted. 

ê  Discounted parking is available for most programs in our parking 
 garage on a first-come, first-served basis. Availability will be posted  
 on our website two weeks prior to each event.

ê Topics and speakers are subject to change.

Read our blog, Constitution Daily. 
Get the latest coverage of constitutional issues at blog.constitutioncenter.org.

Have a question for our Town Hall team? 
Email us at programs@constitutioncenter.org.

Can’t make it to a Town Hall? 
Watch programs live or catch up by video or  
podcast at constitutioncenter.org/debate.

Listen to our weekly podcast featuring  
Center President Jeffrey Rosen. 
Search for We the People in your favorite podcast 
app or at constitutioncenter.org/debate.

GENERAL INFO

* This program is made possible through the support of a generous grant from the John   
   Templeton Foundation. The opinions expressed during this program are those of the program     
   participants and do not necessarily reflect the views of the John Templeton Foundation.



Member Appreciation Day and Open House
Members and visitors of all ages are welcome to attend our annual 
Member Appreciation Day and Open House. Enjoy guided tours, live 
performances, and more. Become a new Member or upgrade your 
current membership and save!  All Members will receive additional 
discounts in the Delegates’ Cafe and Museum Store. 

PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

ê Behind-the-scenes guided tour of the feature exhibit,   
 American Spirits: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition

ê Performances of Living News and Freedom Rising

ê Coffee and conversation with members of the National  
 Constitution Center’s Town Hall and Exhibitions’ staff

ê Guided tour of the iconic Signers’ Hall and the Constituting  
 Liberty exhibit

REGISTER for Member Appreciation Day and Open House online  
at constitutioncenter.org/memberscorner or call 215.409.6767.

SATURDAY
APRIL 29
10 A.M.–3 P.M.

MEMBER PROGRAMS & EVENTS

MAY IS MEMBERS MONTH!



BECOME A MEMBER TODAY 
Call 215.409.6767 or visit constitutioncenter.org/membership.

WEEKDAYS 
THROUGH

JUNE 2

MEMBER PROGRAMS & EVENTS

THURSDAY
MAY 18

11–11:30 A.M.

SUNDAY
MAY 21

11–11:45 A.M.

Guided Tour & CEO Breakfast 
Enjoy a guided tour of the feature exhibit, American Spirits, at 10 a.m.,  
followed by breakfast and constitutional conversation at 10:30 a.m.  
with Constitution Center President and CEO Jeffrey Rosen and 
celebrated First Amendment lawyer Floyd Abrams.    

Seating is limited.  

Town Hall program with Floyd Abrams to follow (see spring/summer program listing). 

Guided Tour 
Signers’ Hall and Constituting Liberty 
Walk alongside 42 life-size, bronze statues of the Founding Fathers  
in the iconic Signers’ Hall and see rare original copies of our founding 
documents in Constituting Liberty: From the Declaration to the Bill  

of Rights.  

Town Hall program with Carol Berkin to follow (see spring/summer program listing). 

Guided Tour 
American Spirits: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition 

The National Constitution Center opens early for a private Member 
tour of American Spirits: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition. Experience 
the music, fashion, dances, and culture of the Roaring ‘20s in the 

Constitution Center’s critically acclaimed exhibit.

Living News 
On your next weekday visit to the Constitution Center, see a performance 
of Living News — a fast-paced, up-close, 25-minute multimedia 
theatrical performance introducing current constitutional issues to 

middle and high school students.

TO REGISTER for these Member programs and  

TO LEARN MORE about events coming up in June and July,  

visit constitutioncenter.org/memberscorner or call 215.409.6767.

MONDAY
MAY 8

10–11:30 A.M.



The National Constitution Center’s third annual Freedom Day celebration 
will explore what James Madison and the Framers would think of the 

Constitution would think of today’s presidency, Congress, courts,  
and media, and how we can protect freedom in a polarized age.

AT THE

THURSDAY, APRIL 13

For more information about Freedom Day, visit constitutioncenter.org/freedom-day.



The symposium will be streamed live at constitutioncenter.org/live  
on April 13 at 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. EDT.

Visit the National Constitution Center on Freedom Day to participate in activities for visitors 
of all ages throughout the day. An evening symposium from 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. featuring 
America’s thought leaders from the left and the right will converge in Philadelphia.  
A reception will follow the symposium from 7:30 – 9 p.m.

Symposium topics include:
} The Fourth Estate: A Free Press in a “Post-Truth” Society
} The Least Dangerous Branch: The Future of Judicial Independence in a Polarized Age
} The Broken Branch: Congress and the Constitution
} The Imperial Presidency vs. the Constitution?
} Keynote address from Pulitzer Prize winner George F. Will 

Our lineup of blockbuster-featured speakers includes:
} Mark Thompson, CEO, The New York Times Co.
} Gary Rosen, Editor, WSJ Weekend Review, Wall Street Journal
} George F. Will, Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist 
} Susan N. Herman, President, American Civil Liberties Union
} Judge Jeremy Fogel, Director, Federal Judicial Center
} Judge Timothy Tymkovich, Chief Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit
} Judge R. Guy Cole Jr., Chief Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit
} Caroline Fredrickson, President, American Constitution Society
} Norm Ornstein, Resident Scholar, American Enterprise Institute; co-author,  
 The Broken Branch
} John Malcolm, Director, Edwin Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial Studies,  
 The Heritage Foundation

Tickets for the Freedom Day Symposium are by invitation only and seating for Members is limited.  
JOIN THE 1787 SOCIETY OR CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE to secure your seats and register today.  

TO JOIN THE 1787 SOCIETY, contact REBECCA BOLDEN, Director of Development,  
at 215.409.6767 or rbolden@constitutioncenter.org.


