
 
 
 
 

 
 

Background 
In this activity, students will get to know one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence by exploring 

both their life story and one of their original writings from the Founders’ Library.  

Meet James Wilson​
Share this video about James Wilson to learn more about his life and the role in the American Revolution. 

Read the Signer’s Source 
Next, share the primary source Speech at a Public Meeting in Philadelphia, written by James Wilson. There are 

reading comprehension questions that correspond with this source to deepen understanding and build 

connections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEET THE SIGNER, READ THE SOURCE: JAMES WILSON 
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https://constitutioncenter.org/signers
https://constitutioncenter.org/signers/james-wilson
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/james-wilson-speech-at-a-public-meeting-in-philadelphia-october-6-1787


 
 
 
 

 
 

Comprehension Questions 
These comprehension questions are also included in the student version of the primary source.  

1.​ Do you agree with Wilson's argument against a Bill of Rights? Why or why not?  

2.​ How does Wilson view the powers given to the state government versus powers delegated to the 

national government?  

3.​ Why does Wilson believe some people may not support the new constitution?  

4.​ How might self-interest influence someone's political views? 

Extension Activity: Show What You Know​
You are a reporter covering the new Constitution. After watching the video of Wilson and reading his speech, 

write a news article highlighting common themes you find in both pieces. 
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