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Background on Prohibition

* Prohibition was the nationwide ban on the
manufacture, sale, and transport of alcohol from
1920-1935.

* [t was enacted through the 18th Amendment,
codified by the National Prohibition Act, also known
as the Volstead Act, and repealed by the 2lst
Amendment.

¢ Though noble in aim, Prohibition limited personal
{reeclom, gaverise to wiclespreacl lawlessness, and
encouraged the growth of organized crime.
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How Did the Prohibition Movement Begin?

Religion and Temperance

* In the early 19th century, many Baptists and Methodists took part in revivals. The revival
were held, in part, to convert new followers to Christ and overcome the worldly evil of
clrinking.

* Temperance was the effort to persuade individuals limit use of alcohol or not to drink
alcohol at all.

© Temperance organizations included the Woman's Christian Temperance Union.

¢ The Anti-Saloon League (ASL) advocated temperance and believed that saloons and oth«

sellers of liquor should be forced to close their businesses.
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Reasons for Repealing Prohibition

 Prohibition had clearly not met the

goal of improving society.

* The Great Depression struck a major

blow to the nation’s economy, and some 3 Rf;g%h
lawmakers believed that bringing back 4 )\meﬂdment h
a tax on alcohol could help increase ' 2 L
tederal revenue to aid the struggling

country.

e Citizens were concerned about the

upsurge in crime and violence.
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* Groups like the Association Against the Prohibition Amendment began organizing
repeal efforts.

e After 13 years under Prohibition, the United States ended the ban with the ratification
of the 2Ist Amendment - the first and only time in American history an amendment to
the Constitution has been repealed.

e The 2Ist Amendment reaffirmed the power of states to make laws concerning the sale
and transport of alcohol, just as they had before national Prohibition.

e Many states began tightly controlling liguor usage through licensing requirements or
direct control of alcohol sales, drinking age limits, and specific hours of operation for
liquor sellers. Many of these regulations are still in force today.
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Who Said [t?

AHSWGY 1

Jefferson, The

Declaration of

Click here to 8o to the next quotation.
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Founder, Thomas

Independence, 1770
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Who Said [t?

Al’lSW(—)Y 32

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Founcler, Thomas

Jefferson, Notes on the

State of Virginia, 178D
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Who Said [t?

Answer 4.
Early 20th Century

Re{ormer, Franklin D.

Roosevelt, Speech to the
Democratic National

Convention, 1056

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Who Said [t?

AI’ISW@Y 52

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Founder, Patrick Henry,

Speech to theVirginia
Convention, 175
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Who Said [t?

Al’l swey 6:

Re{utecl, 175

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Founder, Alexander

Hamilton, The Farmer

30



Prohibition SMART Board.notebook

Who Said [t?

Al’lSWC—)Y 7:
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Early 20th Century
Re{ormer, William

J ennings an an, Cross of
Gold" Speech at the

Democratic National

Convention, 1896

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Who Said [t?

AI’ISWG‘Y 8:

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Founcler, Thomas

Jefferson, Resolutions
Relative to the Alien and
Sedition Act, 1798
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Who Said [t?

Al’l swey 93

1792

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Founcler, James Maclison,
The National Gazette,
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Who Said [t?

Answer 10:

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Early 20th Century

RG{OY mey, WOOC]YOW

Wilson, "Socialism and

Democracy, 1887
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Who Said [t?

Al’lSWC—)l’ 11

Hoovery, Letter on

Senator, 1098

Click here to go to the next quotation.
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Early 20th Century
Re{ormer, Herbert

the

Passage of the 18th

Amendment to an Idaho
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