
Constitution in the Headlines   
First Amendment Series: Press Cases After WWII 

Think, Talk, Create 

  Student Questions   
1. What is the actual malice standard? How does this standard provide broad

First Amendment protections of freedom of speech and press?  

2. Using a Supreme Court case example from the blog post, how would you
describe the protections related to prior restraint in the post-World War II
era?  

3. In Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988), Justice Byron White, in
his majority opinion, wrote, “A school need not tolerate student speech
that is inconsistent with its basic educational mission, even though the
government could not censor similar speech outside the school.” In your
own words, explain how public schools might be able to limit free speech
and press for students in ways that the federal government cannot for
ordinary Americans outside of the school context.  

Student Choice Options 

1. Choose one of the Supreme Court cases mentioned in the blog post and
create an infographic that highlights the justices on the Court and how they
voted, quotes from the majority and any concurring or dissenting opinions,
and provides graphics that help explain the case and its impact on free
speech in the post-World War II era.

2. Pulling together the court cases from the blog post about free press during
WWI and the blog post about free press post-World War II, create a Venn
diagram that compares free speech between the two time periods.

i. Questions to consider: What were the major cases in each
period? How did the cases in each period limit or expand free
speech and press rights? Did any cases build on prior
decisions? How do the decisions from these periods affect
free speech today?  

3. To complete the Constitution in the Headlines First Amendment: Free
Speech and Press series, have students engage in a fishbowl  
dialogue. Students are divided into two groups; one group will form the
“fishbowl” in the center, while the other group sits around them.  

https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/how-the-supreme-court-ruled-on-press-censorship-cases-after-world-war-i
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/how-the-supreme-court-ruled-on-press-censorship-cases-after-world-war-i
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/how-the-supreme-court-ruled-on-press-censorship-cases-after-world-war-ii
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The center group participates in the discussion at hand, while the   
students in the audience take notes. After a set amount of time, the   
students switch and the new “fishbowl” discusses the essential   
question. 

i. Constitutional questions to consider:   
1. What does the Constitution say about free speech on 

the airwaves?   
2. What limits has the Supreme Court permitted on press 

freedoms in times of war? How do those decisions 
square (or not) with the twenty-first century approach to 
the First Amendment? 

3. How has the Supreme Court defined the scope of press 
freedom from libel and national-security censorship to 
student journalism and modern claims of government 
“coercion”? 

  Beyond the Headlines   

1. We The People podcast: Can Government Officials Pressure Private 
Companies and Universities to Restrict Speech?   

2. First Amendment Gallery: Exhibit exploration and interactives 

3. Constitution 101 
a. Module 10, First Amendment (High School) 
b. Module 10, First Amendment (Middle School)   

4. Interactive Constitution 
a. First Amendment   

5. Supreme Court Cases Library   
a. New York Times v. Sullivan (1964)   
b. Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969)   
c. New York Times Co. V. United States (1971)   
d. Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988)   

6. National Rifle Association v. Vullo (2024) 

https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/podcasts/can-government-officials-pressure-private-companies-and-universities-to-restrict-speech
https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/podcasts/can-government-officials-pressure-private-companies-and-universities-to-restrict-speech
https://constitutioncenter.org/museum/exhibits-programs/the-first-amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/education/constitution-101-curriculum/10-the-first-amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/education/constitution-101-curriculum/middle-school-curriculum/module-10
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-i
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/new-york-times-co-v-sullivan
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/brandenburg-v-ohio
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/new-york-times-co-v-united-states-the-pentagon-papers-case
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/hazelwood-school-district-v-kuhlmeier
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2023/22-842
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