Constitution in the Headlines

Think, Talk, Create

Student

Questions

. How did the Sedition Act of 1918 affect free speech in the United

States during World War I? How does this affect your understanding
of the relationship between free speech and national security?

Justice Louis Brandeis served on the Supreme Court from 1916 to
1939. During his tenure, the Court dealt with landmark cases dealing
with free speech and free press. In your own words, what was
Justice Brandeis’s position on free speech? Use evidence from the
blog to support your response.

What is the role of protections against prior restraints in the freedom
of the press? How did rulings like Near v. Minnesota (1931) affect
government censorship in its own time, and how does prior restraint
continue to affect free expression today?

Student
Choice
Options

w

. Design a pamphlet that tells the story of free speech in the United

States between 1917-1931.

Review the Espionage Act of 1917 and Sedition Act of 1918. Then,
create a Thin Slide with 1 word and 1 picture that synthesizes your
understanding of the Acts as they relate to free speech in times of
war or national crisis.
a. Teacher note: see the NCC’s Thin Slides 1-pager for more
information on how to use this civic protocol in your
classroom.

. This blog post outlines four important free speech and press
cases during the World War | era: Schenck v. United States
(1919), Abrams v. United States (1919), Gitlow v. New York
(1925), and Near v. Minnesota (1931). Choose 1 case and read
the excerpts from the majority and dissenting opinions. Once
you have read the case, engage in a class dialogue that
responds to the constitutional question: What limits may the
government place on press freedoms in times of war or national
crisis? How do those limits compare to protections in peace
time? Use evidence from the case to support your responses.



https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/espionage-act-of-1917-and-sedition-act-of-1918-1917-1918
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/espionage-act-of-1917-and-sedition-act-of-1918-1917-1918
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PYHgoyUJ-NFtg4GS9_ZAtCEokTYLgw0F/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115915576062010103287&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PYHgoyUJ-NFtg4GS9_ZAtCEokTYLgw0F/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115915576062010103287&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/schenck-v-united-states
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/schenck-v-united-states
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/schenck-v-united-states
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/abrams-v-united-states
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/abrams-v-united-states
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/gitlow-v-new-york
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/gitlow-v-new-york
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/gitlow-v-new-york
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1900-1940/283us697
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1900-1940/283us697

Constitution in the Headlines

a. Teacher note: You may choose to jigsaw this activity so
you have a quarter of your class each read a case and
come back together to exchange in civic dialogue about
the constitutional question at hand.

Beyond the

Headlines

We The People Podcast: Can Government Officials Pressure Private
Companies and Universities to Restrict Speech?

National Constitution Center’s First Amendment Gallery: Exhibit
exploration and Interactives

Constitution 101
o Module 10, First Amendment (High School)
o Module 10, First Amendment (Middle School)

Interactive Constitution
o First Amendment

Founder’s Library
o Espionage Act of 1917 and Sedition Act of 1918

Supreme Court Cases Library

o Schenck v. United States (1919)
o Abrams v. United States (1919)
o Gitlow v. New York (1925)

o Whitney v. California (1927)



https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/podcasts/can-government-officials-pressure-private-companies-and-universities-to-restrict-speech
https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/podcasts/can-government-officials-pressure-private-companies-and-universities-to-restrict-speech
https://constitutioncenter.org/news-debate/podcasts/can-government-officials-pressure-private-companies-and-universities-to-restrict-speech
https://constitutioncenter.org/museum/exhibits-programs/the-first-amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/museum/exhibits-programs/the-first-amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/education/constitution-101-curriculum/10-the-first-amendment
https://constitutioncenter.org/education/constitution-101-curriculum/middle-school-curriculum/module-10
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-i
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/historic-document-library/detail/espionage-act-of-1917-and-sedition-act-of-1918-1917-1918
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/schenck-v-united-states
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/abrams-v-united-states
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/gitlow-v-new-york
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/supreme-court-case-library/whitney-v-california
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Near v. Minnesota (1931)



https://www.oyez.org/cases/1900-1940/283us697

