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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
This student guide is designed to help focus and extend your 

students’ experience while watching the National Constitution 

Center’s hit video Constitution Hall Pass. The “Constitution 

Day 2013: The Legislative Branch” episode will give your 

students a “hall pass” to travel through American history—

without leaving the classroom! This brand-new video lesson 

provides a behind-the-scenes look at how laws are made in 

the United States. Through watching the video and using this 

guide students will:

• �Discover the debates and disagreements at the 

Constitutional Convention in 1787 that led to the 

development of a bicameral legislature

• �Learn how Article I of the Constitution established the 

legislative branch and the role of Congress

• �Explore the famous sites where Congress took shape 

including Independence Hall in Philadelphia, Federal Hall in 

New York City, and the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.

• �Understand how the law-making process works today, 

how members of Congress are accountable to “We the 

People,” and the importance of civic participation

constitution day 2013:  
the legislative branch

Watch the video here:

http://constitutioncenter.org/

constitution-day
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the basics
1. �Another name for the federal government’s legislative branch is __________.

2. �The legislative branch is made up of _____ houses called the _____________ and _____________.

3. �The legislative branch is established in Article _____ of the United States Constitution.  

Its most fundamental job is to ____________________.

4. �Now access the National Constitution Center’s Interactive Constitution on-line and list other powers 

and responsibilities each body has. Also, add responsibilities not enumerated (listed) such as funding 

educational programming.

House of Representatives		S  enate					B    oth

How a Law is Made
Draw a diagram illustrating the constitutionally described process of how a bill becomes a law.
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Its Historic Roots Still Matter Today:  
A Class Discussion
How did the framers of the Constitution, when building their vision of Congress, balance individual  

freedom with the collective needs of society?

• �Why weren’t the Articles of Confederations strong enough to maintain a functioning national 

government? Do you think those weaknesses were important enough to scrap the Articles of 

Confederation and start over?

• �Why do you think Madison’s and Randolph’s Virginia Plan was countered with the New Jersey plan by 

others in the convention? Use the table below to help you think through some of the details of each plan.

Virginia Plan				N    ew Jersey Plan			C   onnecticut Plan

Envisioned the legislative 

branch as….

The motivation behind  

this plan was…

Envisioned the legislative 

branch as….

The motivation behind  

this plan was…

Envisioned the legislative 

branch as….

The motivation behind  

this plan was…

Which plan did the framers eventually adopt? ____________________

Return back to the original question of this section, How did the framers of the Constitution, when building 

their vision of Congress, balance individual freedom with the collective needs of society?
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the soft drink dilemma
The next subject to be tackled in this edition of Constitutional Hall Pass will be the regulation of the sale of 

soft drinks. Prior to getting into the details of this issue, take a moment and discuss with your classmates 

how the sale and regulation of soft drinks represents a tension between individual freedoms and the need 

to collectively protect society.

Ways in which regulating soft drinks might 

infringe on personal rights 

Ways in which regulating soft drinks might 

protect the collective needs of society

Go back to the diagram of how a bill becomes a law you and peers created. In what ways does your 

diagram illuminate and obscure the law making process?

If you were to redesign this diagram using the soft drink dilemma as a model, what would it now look like?
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additional resources and activities

What exactly are federal regulations of carbonated soft drinks?

http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/GuidanceDocumentsRegulatoryInformation/

BottledWaterCarbonatedSoftDrinks/default.htm

The Center for Consumer Freedom: Soft Drinks

http://www.consumerfreedom.com/issues/soft-drinks

Why do municipalities have the power to regulate soft drinks?

http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/billofhealth/2012/09/19/are-there-any-good-legal-arguments-to-overturn-

the-nyc-soda-ban

Read the New York State Supreme Court’s decision on Mayor Bloomberg’s attempt to limit the  

sale of soft drinks to 16 ounces.

http://www.scribd.com/doc/129780030/upload-19

Procon.org: Should flavored milk be available in schools?

http://milk.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionID=000840



Whether planning a field trip, looking for innovative 
ways to enhance classroom instruction or seeking a 

deeper understanding of American history and active 
citizenship, the National Constitution Center is an 

educator’s ultimate civic learning resource.

Learn more at  
constitutioncenter.org/education


