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LETTERS
FROM
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LETTER L

To Lieut. General B¥FFHFEE,
AMERICA’S e
Fou N DI NG VERY Moralift has told us, that there are

certain fituations which try the conduct
DOCUMENTS of men, which afford a criterion to judge of
the ftrength of their underftandings, and the
‘goodnefs of their hearts. Of thefe the moft
unfavourable is fuppofed to be Profperity, which
not only endangers the propriety of our con-
dud, but awakens that envy by which our con-
duét will be criticifed. Misfortune, on the o-
ther hand, while it leflens our propenfity to ma-
ny vices and follies, produces in others that
compaffion from which flighter vices and follies

find pardon and indulgence.
BRUTUS NO. 1
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Martia Letbear Xing, Jr
Birmingham City Jall
April 16, 1963

Blabop C. C. J. Corpenter
Bishop Joseph A, Durick
Radbt Milton L. Crafman
Biskop Nolan I, Marmon
The Rev. George M. Merray
The Rov., Edward V. Ramage
The Rev. Earl Stallings
My doar Feollow Clergymen,

While confioed here In the Birmingham City Jall, I came across your recent
statement calling our present activities “unwise and untimely, " Seldom,
ever, 4o 1 paune 10 anawer criticinm of my work and Mean. I 1 soupgh 1o Answer
all of the criticlams hat cross my desk, my secreolarions would be engaged in
1ictle elve in e course of the day, and | would have po time for conslructive
work, DBut since [ feel that you are men of genvine gootwill and your criticiams
are siocerely sot forth, I would like Lo answer your staltement i whal | hope
will e patient and reasonabls terme

1 1hdnk | shendd give the reanon flor my Seing a Dirmisgham, siace you
have boon Infloenced by the argument of "eulalders coming In.™ 1 have the
honor of serving as president of the Southera Chrlatian Leadorshlp Conderence,

an Organiration Operating kn every Southern state with headquarters in Atlanta,

Crorgla., We bave some eighty «five afliliate organieations all across the south -

one belag the Alabama Christian Movement {or Human Rights, Whenever necessary

and possihle we

Several moaths

Image: Copy of “Letter from
Birmingham Jail” held by Special
Collection in Harwell G. Davis
Library, Stamford University.
Typed by Willie Pearl Mackey
(King) this copy is believed to
have been sent to the executive
director of the Alabama Baptist
State Convention before the letter
was officially published.
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v\ readily conad

&) e BDoxe, along with several members of my stafl, Decause we were invited
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