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 PREEMINENT CONSTITUTIONAL SCHOLARS  

OFFER A HARD-HITTING ANALYSIS OF THE SUPREME COURT  
AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER  

 
Philadelphia, PA (October 22, 2014) – Most Americans share the perception that the 

Supreme Court is objective, but is it? Distinguished constitutional scholar Erwin 

Chemerinsky, author of a new book on the Court, visits the National Constitution Center 

on Tuesday, November 18, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. for a discussion with Georgetown Law’s 

Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz that will tackle this controversial question and assess the 

200-year institution as a whole. The discussion will draw from Chemerinsky’s most 

recent book, The Case Against the Supreme Court. Constitution Center President and 

CEO Jeffrey Rosen will moderate. 

 

Please note, this event is sold out. Copies of The Case Against the Supreme Court will 

be for sale before and after the program. A special book signing opportunity with 

Chemerinsky will follow the program. This program is presented in partnership with the 

Anti-Defamation League. 

 

Praised as an “accessible, refreshingly candid, and no-holds-barred indictment of the 

Supreme Court” by Publishers Weekly, “this insightful analysis” argues that the Court is 

made up of fallible individuals who base decisions on their own biases. Cherminsky 

argues, case by case, that the Court has largely failed throughout American history at its 

most important tasks and at the most important times. Cases covered in the book 

include notorious decisions, such as Bush v. Gore and United Citizens, among others. 

 

Erwin Chemerinsky is the founding dean and distinguished professor of law and  

Raymond Pryke Professor of First Amendment Law at the University of California, Irvine 
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School of Law, with a joint appointment in Political Science. His areas of expertise 

include constitutional law, federal practice, civil rights and civil liberties, and appellate 

litigation. He is the author of eight books, most recently The Case Against the Supreme 

Court, and more than 200 articles in top law reviews. He frequently argues cases before 

the nation’s highest courts, including the United States Supreme Court, and also serves 

as a commentator on legal issues for national and local media. In January 2014, 

National Jurist magazine named Chemerinsky as the most influential person in legal 

education in the United States. He holds a law degree from Harvard Law School and a 

bachelor’s degree from Northwestern University. 

 

Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz is a professor of law at the Georgetown University Law 

Center. He is a Senior Fellow at the Cato Institute and frequently writes articles for both 

the Harvard Law Review and Stanford Law Review. He is currently developing a new 

theory of constitutional interpretation and judicial review. The first installment, entitled 

The Subjects of the Constitution, is the single most downloaded article about 

constitutional interpretation, judicial review, and/or federal courts in the history of SSRN. 

Rosenkranz has served and advised the federal government in a variety of capacities.  

He has clerked for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony M. Kennedy, filed briefs and 

presented oral argument before the Supreme Court, and testified as a constitutional 

expert before Congress. He is a member of the New York Bar and the U.S. Supreme 

Court Bar.  He received his B.A., and J.D., from Yale. 

 

About the Anti-Defamation League 

The Anti-Defamation League is one of the nation’s premier civil rights/human relations 

agencies fighting anti-Semitism and all forms of bigotry, defending democratic ideals and 

protecting civil rights for all. Founded in 1913 to “stop the defamation of the Jewish 

people” and to “secure justice and fair treatment for all,” ADL has submitted more than 

250 amicus briefs to the U.S. Supreme Court. For more information, go to adl.org. 

 

About the National Constitution Center 

The National Constitution Center in Philadelphia is the Museum of We the People, 

America’s Town Hall, and a Headquarters for Civic Education. As the Museum of We 

the People, the National Constitution Center brings the United States Constitution to life 
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for visitors of all ages and inspires active citizenship by celebrating the American 

constitutional tradition. The museum features interactive exhibitions, engaging theatrical 

performances, and original documents of freedom. As the only institution established by 

Congress to “disseminate information about the United States Constitution on a non-

partisan basis,” the National Constitution Center serves as a Headquarters for Civic 

Education—offering cutting-edge learning resources including the premier online 

Interactive Constitution. As America’s Town Hall, the National Constitution Center 

hosts timely constitutional conversations uniting distinguished leaders, scholars, authors, 

and journalists from across the political spectrum. For more information, call 215-409-

6700 or visit constitutioncenter.org.  
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