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MICHAEL BESCHLOSS DISCUSSES PRESIDENTIAL COURAGE AT  
THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER 

PHILADELPHIA, PA (May 1, 2007) – The National Constitution Center welcomes New 

York Times bestselling author and presidential historian Michael Beschloss to discuss 

his new book, Presidential Courage: Brave Leaders and How They Changed America 

1789-1989.  This Citizens’ Constitutional Conversation will take place on Tuesday, May 

22, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.  The program costs $12 for members, $15 for non-members, and 

$6 for K-12 students and teachers.  A special VIP Reception Package is available for 

$60, including a reception with Michael Beschloss prior to the program; one ticket to the 

program with VIP seating; and a hardcover, signed copy of Presidential Courage.  

Advanced reservations are required for both the program and the package and can be 

made by calling 215.409.6700.   

Presidential Courage chronicles the moments when courageous presidents dramatically 

changed the future of the United States.  As the 2008 presidential campaign heats up, 

this book is sure to be an important guide in the choice for a new Commander in Chief.  

Readers will learn of George Washington braving threats of impeachment and 

assassination to make peace with England; John Adams, incurring his party's 

unrelenting hatred by refusing to fight France and warning, "Great is the guilt of an 

unnecessary war"; Andrew Jackson, in a death struggle against the corrupt Bank of the 

United States; Abraham Lincoln, risking his Presidency to insist that slaves be freed; as 

well as the crushing ordeals faced by Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, 

John Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan.  
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ADD ONE/ MICHAEL BESCHLOSS  

Michael Beschloss is considered "the nation's leading Presidential historian" by 

Newsweek, and is known for making political leaders, past and present, come alive with 

his riveting reportage.  Beschloss was recently appointed NBC News’ Presidential 

Historian–the first time any major network has created such a position–and appears 

regularly on Meet the Press, Today, and all NBC News programs, providing viewers with 

expert analysis of the executive branch.  Beschloss is also the author of the best sellers 

The Conquerors: Roosevelt, Truman and the  Destruction of Hitler's Germany, 1941-

1945; Taking Charge: The Johnson White House Tapes, 1963-1964; Reaching for Glory; 

The Crisis Years: Kennedy and Khrushchev, 1960-1963; Mayday: Eisenhower, 

Khrushchev, and the U-2 Affair; and Kennedy and Roosevelt: The Uneasy Alliance.   

A book sale and signing will follow the program, courtesy of the Joseph Fox Bookshop.  

Citizens' Constitutional Conversations are underwritten by the Citizens Bank Foundation.   

 

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents.  Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells  

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that 

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  The National Constitution 

Center’s programs earned the organization a 2006 Best of Philly® award from 

Philadelphia magazine as the “Best Place To Smarten Up”.  For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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