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NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER HOSTS  
FUTURISTIC CASE AT THE FEDERAL COURTHOUSE  

As part of the Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the Constitution 
 

Philadelphia, PA (February 22, 2007) – As part of the National Constitution Center’s 

inaugural Peter Jennings Project for Journalists and the Constitution, distinguished 

lawyers Miguel Estrada and David Rudovsky will argue a futuristic case before an 

equally-distinguished mock Supreme Court.  The event, Law and Order in 2015: A Case 

Set in the Future, will take place in the Federal Courthouse Ceremonial Courtroom at 

601 Market Street in Philadelphia on Sunday, March 18, 2007 at 1:30 p.m.  Judges will 

include U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals Judges Marjorie O. Rendell and Dolores 
Sloviter; Chief Judge of the State of New York Judith Kaye; former U.S. Court of 

Appeals Judge Arlin Adams; Attorney from Blank Rome, LLP Chris Lewis, and 

University of Pennsylvania Law School Dean Michael Fitts.  Limited public seating is 

available at no cost, but reservations are required and can be made by calling 

215.409.6700.    

 

The world is a very different place today, both politically and technologically, than it was 

when the Constitution was written in 1787.  Miguel Estrada and David Rudovsky will 

argue whether or not the Constitution represents principles so durable, they can be 

applied to an era when brain mapping has been introduced as a method of law 

enforcement and surveillance technologies allow for penetration into the most intimate 

aspects of a citizen’s life.  

 

Miguel Estrada is a partner in the Washington, D.C. office of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. 

He has represented clients in federal and state courts throughout the country and in 
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international arbitrations.  In addition, he has argued 18 cases before the Supreme 

Court, and briefed many others.  He was also part of the team that successfully 

presented then-Governor Bush’s position to the Supreme Court in Bush v. Gore (2000). 

From 1992 until 1997, Estrada served as Assistant to the Solicitor General of the United 

States.  He previously served as Assistant U.S. Attorney and Deputy Chief of the 

Appellate Section, U.S. Attorney's Office, Southern District of New York.  Estrada also 

served as a law clerk to the Honorable Anthony M. Kennedy in the U.S. Supreme Court 

from 1988-1989 and to the Honorable Amalya L. Kearse in the U.S. Court of Appeals for 

the Second Circuit from 1986-1987. 

 

David Rudovsky is considered one of the nation’s most renowned civil rights and 

criminal defense attorneys, having litigated major civil rights and police misconduct 

cases for over three decades.  Rudovsky has been a Senior Fellow at the University of 

Pennsylvania Law School since 1987, teaching courses in Criminal Law, Constitutional 

Criminal Procedure, and Evidence.  At the same time, he has continued his public 

interest law practice with the firm of Kairys, Rudovsky, Epstein & Messing.  He has also 

written widely in the civil liberties/civil rights area, and has contributed both scholarly 

articles and litigation related books for practicing lawyers and judges.  Rudovsky has 

received numerous awards, including a MacArthur Foundation Fellowship and Award for 

Accomplishments in Civil Rights Law and Criminal Justice, the ACLU Civil Liberties 

Award, and most recently the 2004 Harvey Levin Award for Excellence in Teaching.  

 

The National Constitution Center is hosting its inaugural Peter Jennings Project for 

Journalists and the Constitution, March 17 through 19, 2007.  Named in honor of the 

late, award-winning news anchor and friend of the National Constitution Center, this 

annual gathering for professional and student journalists at the Center is intended to 

foster a deeper understanding of the Constitution and its role in American life. More than 

30 mid-career journalists from print, broadcast and online media organizations will 

participate in the 2007 conference as Jennings Fellows.  The Peter Jennings Project is 

funded by a generous grant from the Annenberg Foundation.  
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The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s 

Independence Mall, is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 

increasing public understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it 

represents. Opened on July 4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education 

center, and a forum for debate on constitutional issues.  The museum dramatically tells 

the story of the Constitution from Revolutionary times to the present through more than 

100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film, photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and 

features a powerful, award-winning theatrical performance, “Freedom Rising”.  The 

Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education and Outreach, which serves as 

the hub for national constitutional education.  Also, serving as a nonpartisan forum for 

constitutional discourse, the Center presents – without endorsement – programs that 

contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues.  The National Constitution 

Center’s programs earned the organization a 2006 Best of Philly® award from 

Philadelphia magazine as the “Best Place To Smarten Up”.  For more information, call 

215.409.6700 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.   
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