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BLOGGING: THE NEW POOR RICHARD’S ALMANAC?
A DISCUSSION AT THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER
As part of the members only Constitution Culture Club series

PHILADELPHIA, PA (February 27, 2006) — Are traditional newspapers and television news
becoming a thing of the past? The blogging phenomenon, which began as high tech diaries,
has evolved into a major force in the news business. Again and again, bloggers have beaten
the traditional news media to the punch on big stories ranging from “Rathergate” to the recent
revelations about James Frey’s book. National Constitution Center members will blog the blogs
during the Constitution Culture Club: Blogging: The New Poor Richard’s Almanac? on Thursday,
March 16 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Admission is free, but limited to National Constitution

Center members only. Please call the membership line at 215.409.6767 to reserve your place!

Some of the issues that will be explored include whether blogging is considered real journalism;
if bloggers have the same protection as the media under the First Amendment; and can they be
sued for libel. Franklin and his fellow founding fathers may never have envisioned blogs when
drafting the First Amendment, but they have certainly given new energy and life to freedom of
speech. This Culture Club event is a part of the Benjamin Franklin Legacy Series, sponsored

by Mellon Financial Corporation.

The Culture Club is an exclusive offering for members of the National Constitution Center. The
club meets monthly to discuss the current constitutional issues we encounter in our daily lives
through the lens of new books, film, television, theater, and other cultural activities. Similar to a
traditional book club, participants will be expected to have experienced the subject of the month
before attending. Culture Club events are free of charge to National Constitution Center
members.
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ADD ONE/BLOGGING CULTURE CLUB

Membership to the National Constitution Center is an easy way to become a part of history.
Benefits include free admission for you or your family for one year, a 10% Museum shop
discount, the Signature newsletter, members only discounts to National Constitution Center
programs and membership to the Culture Club.

For more information about National Constitution Center Membership or to make a reservation
for an upcoming event, please call the membership line at 215.409.6767 or contact by email at

membership@constitutioncenter.org.

Benjamin Franklin: In Search of a Better World, a blockbuster exhibition celebrating Franklin’s
300" birthday, makes its world premiere at the National Constitution Center from December 15,
2005, through April 30, 2006. Created by the Benjamin Franklin Tercentenary, this exhibition is
being hosted locally by CBS 3. Tickets for the exhibition, which also include regular museum
admission, are $14 for adults; $12 for children ages 4-12, seniors, and college students; and
$8.50 for groups of 20 or more. For advance tickets, call 215.409.6700 or visit

www.gophila.com/ben.

The National Constitution Center, located at 525 Arch St. on Philadelphia’s Independence Mall,
is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing public
understanding of the U.S. Constitution and the ideas and values it represents. Opened on July
4, 2003, the Constitution Center is a museum, an education center, and a forum for debate on
constitutional issues. The museum dramatically tells the story of the Constitution from
Revolutionary times to the present through more than 100 interactive, multimedia exhibits, film,
photographs, text, sculpture and artifacts, and features a powerful, award-winning theatrical
performance, “Freedom Rising”. The Center also houses the Annenberg Center for Education
and Outreach, which serves as the hub for national constitutional education and debates, and is
a partner of NPR'’s “Justice Talking,” a program of the Annenberg Public Policy Center. Also,
serving as a nonpartisan forum for constitutional discourse, the Center presents — without
endorsement — programs that contain diverse viewpoints on a broad range of issues. For more
information, call 215.409.6600 or visit www.constitutioncenter.org.
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