




He remains one of the most 

fascinating and important figures in 

American history, yet he is also one 

of the most difficult to get to know. 

We instantly recognize his face, yet 

his achievements may seem remote 

to us. Who was the real  

George Washington? 

Discover the Real George Washington:  
New Views from Mount Vernon, made 

possible by the generous support of the 

Donald W. Reynolds Foundation, brings 

together history and forensic science to 

reveal the man behind the legend. His 

character, intellect, courage, and wisdom 

can remind us of who we are as a people 

and a nation.

This teaching guide and poster, along with  

Discover the Real George Washington: 
Timeline, are companions to the traveling 

exhibition, which includes nearly 100 

artifacts, 12 video and interactive 

programs, and three life-size, forensic 

figures of George Washington. These 

resources are designed to provide learning 

activities that can further discussion 

of George Washington once students 

return to the classroom. Discover the 
Real George Washington: Timeline, 

discovergeorgewashington.org, 

allows teachers to bring the traveling 

exhibition experience back to their schools 

through artifacts and documents relating 

to Washington’s life, videos, behind-the-

scenes features, and playful animations.



The mission of the Mount Vernon Education Department is to engage 

children and adults in learning about the life, leadership, character 

and legacy of George Washington. The Mount Vernon website, 

mountvernon.org, provides a wealth of biographical information about 

George Washington and his times, as well as lesson plans and other 

teaching materials.

Through our new online interactive experience, George Washington’s 

World for Kids, washingtonsworld.org, students can discover the real 

Washington at home and at war. They can explore a 3D Mount Vernon, 

searching for artifacts that reveal the many facets of the man; play a 

harpsichord so that he can dance with his beloved Martha; and serve as 

gun captain at Washington’s moment of greatest military achievement, 

the siege of Yorktown.

George Washington Wired, georgewashingtonwired.org, is Mount 

Vernon’s “educators-only” blog that brings you the latest news on the 

professional development events, research, lesson plans, and other 

resources that Mount Vernon’s Education Department has to offer.

education@mountvernon.org


